2016 Annual Conference and Convention Announcement
April 7 - 10, 2016
"Believe it and Achieve it"

Jeff Thom, President

California Council of the Blind

1303 J Street, Suite 400

Sacramento, CA 95814-2900

916-441-2100

800-221-6359

Local Conference and Convention Host

San Diego Braille Club Chapter, Pat Bogard, President.
Viejas Casino & Resort

5000 Willows Road, Alpine, CA 91901

Hotel and Reservations: 800-938-2532
Dear Members and Friends:

You are cordially invited to attend our Annual Conference and Convention of the California Council of the Blind, April 7 - 10, 2016 at the 
Viejas Casino & Resort in Alpine, CA. This announcement serves as an overview of Conference and Convention activities.  More detailed information will be provided in the Conference and Convention Program.

Sincerely,

Jeff Thom,
President

For your convenience a narrative description of the hotel floor plan will be included in the Conference and Convention Program.

To make hotel reservations via phone, call: 800-938-2532, or via Internet reservation link:  viejas.com/hotel.    When making your reservation by phone or online, provide the following reservation conference code: 160413CALI.    Room rates are: Single: $99, Double: $99, Triple: $119, Quad: $139, Suites: $339. The rates are all-inclusive of guest room tax.    The cut-off date for reserving a room in our block is March 16th, 2016, so don’t delay, make your reservation today!!!   
The Viejas Casino & Resort welcomes service animals and does not permit pets to be brought into their facilities. 
For CCB Conference and Convention attendees requiring transportation to or from the San Diego International airport, San Diego Greyhound station, or San Diego Amtrak, please read the following information carefully.  

The Viejas Casino and Resort has arranged for discounted shuttle service from these transportation outlets to the Viejas Casino and Resort on Thursday April 7 and Friday April 8 and shuttle service from the Viejas Casino and Resort on Sunday April 10. The cost of this shuttle service is $50 round-trip and $25 one-way. In order to take advantage of this discounted service, however, you must provide arrival and departure information to Viejas Casino and Resort either by filling out the Shuttle Service Form contained below and emailing it directly to the hotel at hotelsales@viejas.com, or by providing the information to CCB administrative Assistant Ed Branch by telephone at either 800-221-6359 or 916-441-2100, who will then email the information to the hotel for you. A separate form should be submitted for each passenger. All transportation requests must be submitted by Wednesday, March 23rd to receive the discounted rate. Confirmations will be sent by Wednesday, March 30. Any changes for transportation made after Monday, March 28th, 2016 will not receive the negotiated discount rate. 

For those who are unable to use this discounted service or elect not to do so, additional transportation options are available. For those Uber or Lyft users, the estimated cost from the San Diego International Airport is $35-$46. 
Non-discounted SuperShuttle service is also available from the San Diego International Airport. We will also be providing in the California Connection and on our listservs information about paratransit services to and from the Viejas Casino and Resort. 

Discount Shuttle Service Form

For Hotel Use Only 

ARRIVAL Information: 

NAME:   

DATE: 

Airline/train/bus: 

Flight/train/bus number: 

Arrives: 

Cell phone: 

Do you require a wheelchair accessible vehicle?

Yes        No 

DEPARTURE Information: 

Name:   

DATE: 

Airline/train/bus: 

Flight/train/bus number: 

Departs: 

Cell phone: 

Do you require a wheelchair accessible vehicle?

Yes        No
CCB must guarantee the number of rooms we will use. As we near the Conference and Convention date, if we do not meet our requirements, it may become necessary to release some of the rooms from our block. When making your guest room reservations, if you need an ADA room, with or without a roll-in shower, tell the reservation agent what shower type you need.  ADA rooms are limited in number. We suggest you make your room reservations as soon as possible.  

It is important to understand that attendees will pay their own account upon departure. When 

Reservations are made, attendees will be required to provide a valid credit card for each reservation. Upon check-in, each attendee will be required to present a valid credit card, on which an amount of sufficient pre-authorization can be obtained to cover the room for the length of the guest’s stay, plus the anticipated use of the hotel’s ancillary services. 

Complimentary parking will be provided for convention attendees, volunteers and exhibitors.  
NOTE: All Pre-registrations must be prepaid.

You may pre-register for the Conference and Convention by telephone until Monday, April 4, 2016 at 4:00 PM.  
Call the CCB office at 800-221-6359 or 916-441-2100.  Master Card, Visa, Discover and American Express cards accepted.  If you pre-register on or before Monday, April 4th, you may win one of five complimentary tickets drawn for either the CCB Board Luncheon, Banquet, Presidents' Dinner or one of the Special Luncheons. 

Donations of door prizes to be given throughout the Conference and Convention should be brought to the CCB Registration Table.  In addition, any individual, chapter, or statewide affiliate wishing to make contributions to our various special and general funds may present them at the Banquet, or you may bring them to the CCB Registration Table and have them announced at the Banquet. Your contributions are truly appreciated.  

Also, if you would like to assist the California Council of the Blind, either by becoming a life member of CCB or by joining or increasing participation in the Monthly Monetary Support program, you may do so at the CCB Registration Table. For information on these programs, you may call the CCB office at 800-221-6359.

If you require vegetarian meals, assistive listening devices for general sessions or other special accommodations, please state your needs on the pre-registration form or contact the CCB office no later than 4:00 PM on April 4th, 2016.

Getting around the hotel using LowViz Guide app.
Let indoor wayfinding technology be your guide around the CCB Conference and Convention this year. MD Support is providing its new LowViz Guide app at no cost to you or us. Just download it to your iPhone or iPad and let it describe all points of interest and routes throughout the hotel lobby and meeting areas. For important information, see www.mdsupport.org/

audioguide. Everything you need to know is there, including:
· A direct download link to the App Store

· Instructions for use

· Frequently asked questions

· An audio/visual demonstration of the app

· What you need to know ahead of time

· Articles and audio broadcasts about LowViz Guide MD Support personnel will be on hand to provide technical assistance, but your advance preparation will make using the LowViz Guide application faster and easier.
* * *
Thursday, April 7, 2016
Pre-registration packets can be picked up at the CCB Registration Table in the Lobby from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

12:00 Noon to 4:00 PM California Council of the Blind Board Luncheon/Meeting. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend. The purchase of lunch is optional. If you wish to partake of the luncheon please pre-register as you would for our other plated meals such as the Statewide Affiliate Lunches, Banquet and Breakfasts.
4:00 PM Technology Committee and CCCLV Joint Session. Louis Herrera, Chair Technology Committee and Bernice Kandarian, President CCCLV.
Presentation 1

“Go View 100”

Presenter: James McCarthy President, Hims, INC. United States Operations.
GoView 100 provides simple and efficient screen magnification with OCR and text to speech technology. For the person that wants to read printed material and take a break and let text to speech take over and continue reading. A simple and easy menu based user interface, will give the user the ability to maintain a level of productivity that will make work or academic research easier.    

Presentation 2
 “AI Squared ZoomText Fusion”
Presenter: Stephanie Rood, MS. 

Designed for users with advanced or progressive vision loss, ZoomText Fusion provides the features and benefits of ZoomText Magnifier/Reader, plus a complete screen reader. Fusion is perfect for individuals who, over time, want a smooth and safe transition from magnification to full screen reading as vision continues to decrease and screen magnification is no longer useable. 

6:00 PM – 7:00 PM Hearing and Vision Impaired Committee. Open Business Meeting. 
This open business meeting will begin with introductions and announcements of the success of the monthly resource teleconferences on hearing loss.  We will also brainstorm future activities for the committee.  
7:30 PM - 8:30 PM Credentials Committee Meeting. Pamela Polagi, Chair.

9:00 PM Nominating Committee Meeting. Pamela Polagi, Chair. 

Friday, April 8, 2016
The CCB Registration Table will be open from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Friday and 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, Saturday. Name badges are available at the Registration Table.  Please wear your badge at all times during the Conference and Convention. Your badge must contain an orange dot for voting.

Exhibits will be on display from 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM, Friday and 9:00 AM to 2:30 PM, Saturday. Obbie Schoeman and Peter Pardini, Co-Chairs.

7:00 AM - 8:15 AM CCB Women's Breakfast.

“Your Story: Writing It Like It Is!”

Stories are like noses: everyone’s got one! Three writers give tips for creating your story. Interactive participation guarantees you’ll leave the room with inspiration, guidance and practice for writing about your personal experiences.

The Women's breakfast is a time for women to share and discuss their perspectives on topics.
Speaker 1. Teddie-Joy Remhild, Gerontologist and Disability Advocate.
Affiliations:  Glendale/Burbank Chapter, CCB; member 25 years; Chairperson, L.A. County Board of Directors, Personal Assistance Services Council, Burbank, CA.
Speaker 2. Judy Wilkinson, Retired English Professor. San Leandro, CA. Retired community college professor of English, and long-time CCB activist.
Speaker 3. Susan Glass, Retired English Professor. Saratoga, CA.

8:00 AM CCB Resolutions Committee. Gabe Griffith, Chair.
9:00 AM Braille Revival League of California (BRLC) Business Meeting. Linda Porelle, Acting President.

9:00 AM  Committee on Access and Transportation (CAT) and California Council of Citizens with Low Vision (CCCLV) Joint Session. Eugene Lozano, Jr., Chair, CAT; Bernice Kandarian, President, CCCLV.  

· 9:00 AM Opening comments
Eugene Lozano, Jr., Bernice Kandarian.
· "Regulations and Reality – Code Change Updates"  Syroun Z. Sanossian, CASp, Principal, SZS Consulting Group LLC, Palo Alto, CA.  Requirements contained in the California Building Code (Title 24) can seem arbitrary without the proper context. This presentation is intended to discuss recent changes in the California Building Code and the 2010 ADA Standards in respect to the mandate for ADA Title II Entities to provide facilities that are readily accessible to and usable by people with disabilities.
· Other speakers to be announced.
· Noon Adjournment
10:00 AM California Library Users of America (CLUA) Business Meeting. Judy Wilkinson, President.  

11:00 Joint BRLC/CLUA Meeting. Judy Wilkinson, President, CLUA; Linda Porelle, Acting President, BRLC.  
12:00 Noon BRLC/CLUA Luncheon. Judy Wilkinson, President, CLUA; Linda Porelle, Acting President, BRLC.  
“A Walk on the Lighter Side with Evelyn Drewry,

Braille Instructor, San Diego Center for the Blind and Vision Impaired, San Diego, CA.”

As part of the 60th anniversary year of The Blind Californian, in advance of her guest appearance reprising her column “On The Lighter Side”, join Evelyn Drewry and share your stories about the funny side of blindness. Two minutes each: we’ll take as many stories as we have time for.
1:30 PM  First CCB General Session. Jeff Thom, CCB President presiding.

1:35 PM Pledge of Allegiance. Pat Bogard, President, San Diego Braille Club Chapter.
1:40 PM “Blessing by Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians” and “Bird Singers & Dancers by the Viejas Band”.

2:05 PM “Self Advocacy, Service Animals, Plus”.  Abigayil Tamara, M.A., M.S.W., Mountain View, CA and Celia McGuinness, Esq., Managing Attorney, The Law Offices of Paul L. Rein, Oakland, CA.  Abby Tamara and Celia McGuinness, both disability advocates, teamed up when Celia, a lawyer, represented Abby, a service dog user, against a hospital that had excluded Abby’s dog.  They won.  The Court ordered the hospital to allow service animals, even in its locked psychiatric ward.  Abby and Celia will discuss self-advocacy for people with disabilities.

2:45 PM “What is the realistic future of driverless cars?” Christopher Murphy, Regional Administrator, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Sacramento, CA.

3:20 PM “Services for Victims of Crime”: Presenters from the San Diego County District Attorney’s Victim Assistance Program and the California Victim Compensation and Government Claims Board will discuss services and benefits available to victims of crime.

3:50 PM “Mutt Strut report”.  Statewide Mutt Strut Steering Committee.

4:05 PM Adjournment

4:15 PM Committee on Access and Transportation (CAT) Business Session. Eugene Lozano, Jr., Chair 

4:15 PM  CCB Constitution and By-Laws Committee.  Gabe Griffith, Chair  

4:15 PM First Timer's Session. Ardis Bazyn, Chair.

We invite all first timers or those who have not attended for some time to attend this session to learn about the California Council of the Blind and ask questions about us.  

4:15 PM Publications Committee Business Meeting. Linda Porelle, Chair

5:15 PM Presidents’ Dinner. We welcome and encourage all members to attend. You do not have to be a chapter or statewide affiliate president to attend our Candidates’ Forum. 

7:00 PM Second CCB General Session. Eugene Lozano, Jr., CCB First Vice President presiding.

7:05 PM Remembrance of CCB members who have passed away since the 2015 Conference and Convention.

7:15 PM “The Future of CCB Conventions, It’s up to you!”  Conference and Convention Committee.  How can we make future Conferences and Conventions better? Do we merely need to make small changes in the convention program and the format of our conventions, or should we dramatically change our approach? What do you most enjoy about our conventions and what do you think we need to change? Now is your chance to make a real difference in one of our most important undertakings, the annual CCB Conference and Convention, so be prepared to give us your thoughts and suggestions.

7:55 PM Credentials Committee Report, Pamela Polagi, Credentials Committee Chair, Temple City, CA.

8:10 PM CCB Legislative Report, Mitch Pomerantz, Chair, Governmental Affairs Committee, Pasadena, CA.

8:35 PM American Council of the Blind Report, John McCann, Second Vice President, American Council of the Blind, Tucson, AZ.

9:00 PM President’s Report, Jeff Thom, President, California Council of the Blind, Sacramento, CA.

9:20 PM Election of officers and directors of the CCB Board of Directors.

The Resolutions Committee will meet at the close of the General Session. 

Saturday, April 9, 2016
7:00 AM - 8:30 AM CCB Membership Breakfast Forum. Ardis Bazyn, CCB Membership Chair, Burbank, CA. David Jackson, CCB Membership Vice Chair, San Francisco, CA. 

"Identifying where to find new members" 

We invite participants to share where or how they've found new members for their chapter. All chapters and statewide affiliates are urged to send at least one representative. 

Moderated by Ardis Bazyn.
8:30 AM - 10:00 AM Guide Dog Users of California (GDUC) Business Meeting. Ken Metz, President.
9:00 AM – 10:00 AM California Council of Blind Students (CCBS) “Student Forum”.

Bring your ideas on how to get this affiliate revitalized.

10:15 AM – 11:45 AM  Guide Dog Users of California  (GDUC) Program. Ken Metz, President. “Accessibility...How to Combat the Uninformed Business Owner”
Deborah Sands, Owner/Founder, DJS Consultant Services Simi Valley, CA.

Join us to learn about the ADA laws pertaining to access for service dogs in public places in this interactive workshop presented by Deborah Sands. Special focus will be placed on problems relating to “fake service dogs”.  Participants will practice how to handle access issues based on their own experiences. 

10:30 AM – 11:45 AM California Council of Citizens with Low Vision (CCCLV), Bernice Kandarian, President. 

“Topic and speaker to be announced”

12 Noon GDUC Luncheon. Ken Metz, President “Topic and speaker to be announced”
1:30 PM  Break Out Sessions/Tracks.

Track 1: Leadership Track: Tools to add to your Leadership Toolbox.  Speakers to be announced. 
Track 2: Me, Myself, and I:  The way We Talk to our “Self” Makes a Difference. 

Facilitated by Lynda Johnson, Licensed Marriage, Family Therapist.
Please, join me in this informative and interactive workshop. Discover the power of self-talk through understanding the nature of self-talk, defining some common thought traps, and learn techniques for changing negative self-talk.   Take this step to make a difference in your life! See you at the workshop!

The doors will close at 1:35 PM to anyone entering the room.  Items brought up may concern sensitive and confidential matters, requiring this track to be closed to others who have not been participating.  Track attendees will be limited to a maximum of 40 individuals.

Track 3.  A third track is under development and will be announced at a later date.
4:30 PM Fundraising Committee, Frank Welte, Chair, Ken Metz, Vice Chair.  

4:15 PM Governmental Affairs Committee, Mitch Pomerantz, Chair. 

6:00 PM No Host "Attitude Adjustment Hour".

7:00 PM  The CCB Banquet.

Join master of ceremonies Ken Metz, President of the Greater Los Angeles Chapter and the Guide Dog Users of California, for an amazing musical treat, awards and much, much more. 

If needed, the CCB Resolutions Committee will meet directly after the Banquet. 

Sunday, April 10, 2016
7:30 AM Devotional Services. 

8:30 AM CCB Business Session.  

This session will include:

CCB Treasurer's Report and reports from the Constitution and By-Laws Committee and the Resolutions Committee, as well as reports from other CCB Committees as time permits. 

* * *
Advertising in the Conference and Convention program is available at the following prices: 

· Full Page ad $150.00 
· 1/2 Page ad $75.00
· 1/4 Page ad $50.00
· Two Line Ad $10.00. 

Call the CCB Office, (800)-221-6359, to place your Ad or to acquire information on other sponsorship and marketing opportunities!
California Council of the Blind 2016 Annual Conference and Convention Plated Meals.
We have established a special plated meal discount program for the 2016 CCB 

Conference and Convention. If you purchase two meals (breakfast, lunch or dinner), 

you will receive a 5% meal discount for all meals purchased, for three meals you will 

receive a 10% discount, for four meals a 15% discount, for five meals a 20% 

discount, for six meals a 25% discount and for seven meals a 30% discount. However, the discount may only be claimed upon your initial registration, whether as part of pre-

registration or onsite. For example, if you purchase four meals as part of your initial registration and thus receive a 15% discount, but subsequently buy two more meals, you will not receive any discount 

for those two meals and must purchase them at their stated price.  In order to take full advantage of this meal discount program, please purchase all of your meals at one time.  If you have any questions, regarding this meal discount, please contact  Ed Branch in the CCB office at 800-221-6359.
Plated Meals for Thursday April 7th 
“CCB Board of Directors Luncheon”
· Pacific Seared Salmon 
Haricot Vert & Artichoke Fricassee, Potato Rosti, Dried Tomato Vinaigrette

· Vegetarian Lunch: Cheese Tortellini 
Garlic, Green Peas, Alfredo Sauce
Dessert: Cookies
Plated Meals for Friday, April 8th 

Plated Breakfast:

Women’s Breakfast, Friday April 8th 
· The Sammy: Warm Breakfast Croissant Sandwich with Egg, Country Ham, Swiss Cheese, Fresh Fruit.

 “Braille Revival League of California/California Library Users of America Luncheon”
· Greek Salad 
Crisp Romaine, Kalamata Olives, Aged Feta Cheese, Oven Dried Tomatoes, Herb Vinaigrette 

· Chicken Breast Dijonnaise
Soft Polenta, Seasonal Greens, Mustard Sauce

Vegetarian Lunch:

· Tomato Basil Bisque with ½ Panini 
Creamy Tomato Bisque, Garden Fresh Basil, Parmesan Crostini 
Dessert: Signature Cheesecake 
Raspberry Sauce, Fresh Seasonal Berries
 “Presidents’ Dinner”

· Mixed Baby Greens Salad 
Shaved Vegetables, Heirloom Baby Tomatoes, Choice of Dressings 

· Chicken Roulade 
Stuffed with Spinach, Fontina & Pesto, Roasted Heirloom Cherry Tomato Salad, Sundried Tomato Coulis  

Vegetarian Dinner:

· Mushroom Tortellini 
Porcini Mushroom Tortellini, Vegetable Ribbons, Wild Mushroom Emulsion 
Dessert: Double Layer Chocolate Brownie Vanilla Bean Gelato
Plated Meals for Saturday April 9th
CCB Membership Breakfast Forum

· The Scramble: Scrambled Eggs, Sausage Patty, O’Brian Potatoes, Sautéed Peppers & Onions, English Muffin.
“Guide Dog Users of California Luncheon”

· Caesar Salad
Garlic Croutons, Grated Parmesan 

· Roasted Pork Loin 
Granny Smith Apple & Vanilla Bean Chutney, Mashed Maple Yams, Root Vegetable Fricassee

Vegetarian Lunch:

· Yukon Potato Gnocchi 
Light Potato Dumplings, Creamy Pesto, Parmigianino
Dessert: Fresh Baked Apple Pie
“Banquet”

· Caesar Salad 
Garlic Croutons, Grated Parmesan 

· Braised Short Rib
Truffle Potato Fondant, Roasted Root Vegetables, Red Wine Jus 
· Vegetarian Dinner:
Roasted Vegetable Wellington 
Roasted Seasonal Vegetables, Spinach Pesto, Wrapped in Puff Pastry
· Dessert: Signature Cheesecake, Raspberry Sauce, Fresh Seasonal Berries
CCB "Annual" 2016 Conference and Convention Pre-Registration. 
Pre-registration pricing ends at 4 PM on Monday April 4th.  (Prices in parenthesis are "pay-at-the-door" Registration prices.)
1. Pre-Registration Fee $20. ___

2. CCB Board Luncheon: $37. ___ ($39.)

3. Women's Breakfast: $18. ___ ($20.)

4. BRLC/CLUA Lunch $37. ___ ($39.) 

5. Presidents’ Dinner $43. ___ ($45.)

6. Membership Seminar Breakfast $18. ___ ($20.)

7. GDUC Lunch $37. ___ ($39.)

8. Banquet $43. ___ ($45.)

Total Cost of Meals                       $ __________ 
Number of meals purchased           __________

Less: Meal Discount Amount        $ __________

Please contact Ed Branch in the CCB office at 800-221-6359 for amount of meal discount

Total amount                                 $ __________ 
Your Name: __________________________

Mailing Address: ______________________

Phone Number: _______________________
Email address: _______________________
Are you a CCB member? Yes ___ or   No ___

List special requests: ___________________

Vegetarian meal: ______________________

(Master Card, Visa, Discover, Amer. Exp. cards accepted): 

Card Number: _____-_____-_____-_____ 

Exp. Date: _______ 

Zip code where credit card statement goes: _____

Program: 
Braille: __   Large Print: __   Audio:  __
