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FROM THE EDITOR'S DISK
By Sue Staley
So much can happen in just a short time. Your editor has been truly busy since the last time I have communicated with mg readers.

Ron and I spent the Thanksgiving holidays with friends in Colorado. For a person such as m9self, the heavy snowfall of the Colorado Rockies can be an adventure. Mobility can be interesting if one is not used to it. I slipped in the snow several times cane and all.  Also, the lower temperatures can do wonders to your throat.
It is back to the computer as we proceed on with this issue.

This issue is dedicated to a distinguished scholar, and a former Editor of the Blind Californian.

A brief personal note about Perry Sundquist. When I first worked for the California Council of the Blind it was Perry who encouraged me to interest younger persons in the organized blind movement. He stated that "our generation" would be the leaders of the future.

When I became Editor of the BC I examined once again some of the fine masterpieces of Perry's. I hope I will live up to the ideals and standards in the tradition of which, Perry would be most proud.

Another sad note before we continue. I also feel the loss of our dear Ed Kelso of our Solano County Chapter. I worked personally with Ed on a lot of OCB Alumni activities and his enthusiasm and spirit could not be matched. His encouragement to younger persons was another welcome breath of fresh of air.

As our Contributing Editor Pat Urena, member of our Capitol Chapter and long-time devoted friend of Perry presents us with a chronological history of Perry’s life. Reading Pat’s account will give you a glimpse at one of the forefathers of the organized blind movement, the true father of our Social Welfare system for the blind. I'd like to thank both Manuel and Pat Urena for all of their time, research and true dedication in presenting such an eloquent tribute to a fine humanitarian.

Other items to watch for in this issue include: Fall Convention Report by Gerard Rossi, the ever-popular Bulletin Board column by Winifred Downing, and an interesting article by Kathleen Mcgivern.

A little preview of next issue: Harriet Fielding shall be reporting in each issue on Bay area happenings. As your editor it is most difficult to cover the entire state.

Our Contributing Editor for next issue will be Ronald Stale, writing on his experiences as a juror in the federal jury system. As he states, "It is an experience I shall never forget, for more reasons than one.  

Enjoy this issue.

Please send articles in Braille, cassette, computer diskette or print to Sue Staley, care of the CCB Executive Offices in Northridge, California.

REPORT FROM HEADQUARTERS

By Robert J. Acosta
With the writing of this report, the holiday season will have come and gone. I sincerely hope all of you had a joyous season and may 1988 be a banner year for all.

This past weekend, the Officers and Board of Directors of the California Council of the Blind conducted a leadership seminar and board meeting in order to engage in a self-study of the Council. Many wonderful ideas came out of these meetings including the following:

1. The preparation of a leadership program which can be put on throughout the state, it is hoped that our numerous chapters will call upon the Board of Directors to meet with them and to work together on chapter recruitment and development; we all realize that the great strength of the CCB is in its "grassroots flavor."

2. The Board of Directors shall prepare guidelines for our chapters which shall discuss their relationships to the state and national organization and the CCB's relationship to the chapters.

3. We adopted our largest budget in the history of the Council in the amount exceeding $600,000.

4. The CCB is proud to announce the formation of the California Access to Radio Reading Services (CARRS). We intend to provide radio reading services where there are inadequate or non-existing services in the state. The first Board of CARRS will be: Allen Jenkins, President; Robert Acosta, Vice-President; Marie Hatanaka, Second Vice-President; Sharlene Wills, Secretary; Charles Smalley, Treasurer. We consider the formation of CARRS a landmark step in providing a world of service and informational opportunity to the print-handicapped. We look forward to this challenge.

We concluded this seminar weekend with great enthusiasm for the coming year as we prepare for our Spring convention to be held at the Sierra Inn in Sacramento the weekend of May 11-15.  Your Board of Directors has put together what I believe is an outstanding program. Be sure to watch your mailbox soon for your convention announcement.

I am happy to report as the Coordinator for the 1988 national convention of the American Council of the Blind, that plans are already well in progress for the

27th annual convention of the ACB to take place in Little Rock, Arkansas the week of July 2-9, 1988.

The following hotels shall be used for the convention: Excelsior, at $40 per night; the Camelot, $35; the Riverfront Hilton, $33 per night; or, experience being pampered at the Capitol Hotel for $49 per night. Real southern hospitality!

Make all of your hotel reservations with Little Rock Visitors and Convention Bureau at (501) 376-4781.

There are many exciting events planned for convention week. Many special interest groups will hold worthwhile workshops and seminars. Many dynamite tours and activities will highlight this fun packed week. Be there!

The Board of Directors of the CCB voted to provide up to $2500 to send John di Francesco, President of the Braille Revival League to attend a week long conference on the Braille Code to be held in September in London, England. It is important to have representation and true input at this event. We urge chapters to send donations and friends to send contributions to defray these costs. Please indicate that you wish your contribution to be earmarked for the John D. Fund.

I close this report with some sad notes. I am truly sorry to report the loss of our Comrade Mr. Eddie Kelso prominent member of our fine Solano Chapter. Ed was great champion of the blind. He was a part of the labor movement all of his life and he transferred his zeal to the organized blind movement. There was never a moment when Ed was not racking his brain thinking of ways to raise funds for the CCB. A true friend we shall all miss.

This issue of the Blind Californian is dedicated in memory of one of the great leaders of the California Council of the Blind, Mr. Perry Sundquist. Perry was a former President of our beloved organization. His life touched thousands of blind Americans around the world. He also brought many gifts to all of us in his editorship of our fine magazine. Be sure to read Pat Urena's outstanding memoirs of Perry.

God Bless all of you as we look forward to another victorious year working for the betterment of all blind persons,

CONVENTION REPORT

FALL, 1987 by Gerard Rossi
The Fall Convention of the California Council of the Blind, held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Los Angeles, the weekend of November 6-8, 1987, was, in truth, a genuine celebration of the accomplishments of the blind of California.

The convention began in earnest Friday morning, with the calling of the first meeting of the Constitution and By Laws Committee, ably and expertly chaired by Mr. Robert Campbell. Ruth Ann Acosta did a masterful job of chairing the Credentials Committee.

Computers can be easy, was the subject of a workshop moderated by Sue Staley. The vendor and the user of these marvels of technology were given equal time, and those who attended the seminar came away believing that the computer was a friendly tool, not a threatening beast in the lives of all persons,

Obbie Schoeman chaired a fund raising workshop, giving chapter members insight into the fund raising possibilities of the future. He also encouraged those in attendance to share their ideas about fund raising as seen through the edges of local affiliates.

Various special interest groups, as well as the ever popular exhibit area, rounded out the rest of the afternoon's activities.
At 5:15 pm, Marie Hatanaka, President of the Inland Empire Chapter, CCB, presided over the guests in attendance at the Presidents Dinner. She welcomed the two guests of the convention, Mr. Grant Mack and Mr. Durward McDaniel. Both guests stressed the need of the CCB to spread the message of its presence throughout California by holding uplifting and interesting programs in each locale. Chapter Presidents were also given the opportunity to speak on behalf of their membership.

Friday Evening’s activities began, with a tribute to our long time CCB friend and colleague, Perry Sundquist, who died in October. [Editor's Note: Be sure to read We Remember Perry Sundquist by Pat Urena.
After the certification of delegates, the report of the Nominations Committee was read, followed by the election of a new nominations Committee. George Fogarty, Donald Rueen, Obbie Schoeman, Joanne Pomerantz and Winifred Downing were elected to the 1988 Nominations Committee. Then followed a spirited election of two officers and four members of the Board of Directors. The results are as follows: Marie Hatanaka, Second Vice President; Sharlene Wills, Secretary; Joanne Pomerantz, Director; Chuck Stockstill, Director; Colletta Whitcomb-Davis, Director; and John di Francesco, Director.

We know that these hearty members will guide us in the future, and with the election of two new faces to the board, as well as a new Secretary, we shall continue to move forward as the most well represented group of the organized blind in America.

SATURDAY

One of the Convention's most outstanding highlights was a speech given by Councilwoman Ruth Galanter. Ms. Galanter championed the cause of blind persons and stated that Government should maximize the opportunity for all of us to live safe and productive lives. Her emphasis on safety is well felt; recently Ms. Galanter suffered a savage assault at the hands of a knife wielding individual.

Gary Rogers, Internal Revenue Service Representative, brought us up to date on the tax law as it affects the blind.

An outstanding panel on low vision was presented and chaired by Coletta Whitcomb-Davis. Panelists Bernice Kandarian, Chuck Stockstill and Tom O'Sullivan told individual stories of their encounters as low vision persons in a world of total vision, a world where only black and white, not gray, is king, a world of confusion, of desolation--and a world of understanding helping hands.

The Convention also heard from Dr. Otis Stephens, newly elected President of the ACB. Dr. Stephens spoke to us on the national concerns of the organization: employment, transportation and legislation. Dr. Stephens introduced Grant Mack, immediate past President of ACB to talk about the Affiliated Leadership League, (ALL). ALL is striving to bring together all blind persons for the good of "all" blind persons. After a final word from Durward K. McDaniel. the morning session came to a close.

The lunch of the Orientation Center Alumni Chapter, California Council of the Blind was held. The luncheon affords all blind persons who attended the Center, and those interested in knowing about goings on at the Center, an equal opportunity to break bread and share friendship.

The afternoon session began with an interesting account of what you will encounter should you venture to the American Council of the Blind National Convention in Little Rock Arkansas this Summer. Ruth Ann Acosta talked about the tours, the traveling arrangements, and the fun all of us will have if we attend the ACB National Convention. There are unusual sights to see, and many different taste treats awaits each hearty soul. Join us for a real down home experience as Arkansas opens its arms to us all and spreads out the welcome mat upon which we shall tread.

Dr. Jog Effron, Director/Principal for the Visually Impaired Program for the Los Angeles Unified School District, brought us up to date on the problems she encounters as an educator. It is clear, that where there was plenty of funding in the fifties and sixties, there began to be little, if any, funding in the seventies and eighties. It is this lack of funding, coupled with the wide array of disabilities which accompanies visual impairment that is the challenge of the educator of children in the eighties.

Mr. Henry Hagden, Assistant Library Director, told us of the happenings at the Braille Institute Library. Readers were able to express their concerns to this man whose twelve year tenure has seen an expansion of readership.

We were then honored to have an assistant to Assemblywoman Theresa Hughes of the 40th District, Ms. Pat White. Ms. White assured us of Assemblywoman Hughes’s commitment to the causes of the blind throughout the state.
The balance of the afternoon's activity consisted of the meetings, held semi-annually by the various special interest groups.
7 pm marked the beginning of the traditional Banquet of the CCB. Obbie Schoeman presided as Master of Ceremonies, and the array of guests was, as always, astounding to behold, Al Gil, Chairman of the CCB, Scholarship Committee, introduced the leaders of tomorrow to all assembled. It will be these persons who will guide our CCB ship of state through the uncharted waters of the future. It is heartening to note, that a great majoring of the scholarship recipients were in attendance. The keynote speaker, Dr. Otis Stephens, gave his view of the situation regarding the blind of today. Dr. Stephens, a long time scholar of the Constitution of the United States, stated that all blind persons must work together to overcome the stereotype of "helpless" which labels most blind persons today. This stereotyping of blind individuals has led to missed opportunities for those who have striven to overcome their "handicap". Hearing Dr. Stephens emphasize his commitment to the best organization in the land, the ACB, and pledging support of the CCB, gave us all an uplifting feeling of helpfulness, rather than the crestfallen gloom of hopelessness so characterizing past efforts of blind persons,

SUNDAY

Sunday morning's activities were highlighted by the business of the Convention, Resolutions, proposed changes in the Constitution and By-Laws of the CCB, as well as our efforts to help with matters of legislation, and finally, the Treasurer's Report.

Also heard was the report on Rehabilitation activities throughout the State. Cid Urena, our legislative representative in Sacramento, gave an excellent report, followed by a National perspective, as seen by Durward McDaniel of the ACB.

Following an invitation to attend the Spring Convention of the CCB, to be held at the Sierra Inn at Sacramento, the Convention was gaveled to a close.
A SAD ANNOUNCEMENT

As many of the members and friends of the California Council are aware, we sustained a grievous loss on October 27, 1987, when Perry Sundquist died. This was

so even though Perry had been ill for several years and was no longer an active participant at our conventions, though his presence was keenly felt.

On November 4, 1987, we could not commence the business of our Fall Convention until we had paid homage to the memory of our dear colleague and friend.

WE REMEMBER PERRY SUNDQUIST

by Pat Urena

The agenda for the November 4, 1987 opening of the Fall Convention of the California Council of the Blind was set aside to honor the memory of Perry Sundquist, who passed away on October 27, 1987 after a lengthy illness. While Perry had directed that there be no funeral, he had agreed to a suitable remembrance to be conducted at the Council Convention. In accordance with his wishes, and in keeping with his character, our remembrance of Perry was dignified, simple, and heartfelt.
Perry Sundquist, a charter member of this Council, was the last giant of the formative generation of the blind movement, one of that group which collectively provided the genius which drew the blind into the forward movement of the disadvantaged in the 20th Century. Their energies helped to fuel the great engines of change which created the Social Security Act, and transformed welfare programs from punitive and regressive into positive and productive initiatives based upon cash grants and elimination of restrictive measures designed to repress rather than encourage. Thus, Perry’s generation set the agenda for much that was to come: systematic and efficient administration of welfare payments; elimination of residency laws; a "floor" or minimum aid payment which provided for the basic needs of blind persons who require financial help; removal of the responsibility of relatives; incentives for employment to assist those able to achieve self support.

Perry’s contributions to the lives of individual blind men and women were profound indeed; and later you will read what others have thought about him. It is most regrettable that increasing ill health -- particularly after the death of his wife, Emily, in 1934 -- made it impossible for him to take an active role in Council affairs. His last appearance at a Council Convention came in the Spring of 1986 at our Sacramento meeting.

Perry Sundquist resided in Sacramento from 1941 until his death. He moved to the Capitol when Governor Culbert Olson appointed him Chief of the Division for the Blind in the Welfare Department. This appointment made Perry the first NFB member to move into the ranks of high level administration of services for the blind, and he demonstrated over and over again that he was ready to meet the challenge. His record of endurance amidst the vicissitudes of the politics of public programs', in which he worked for fundamental institutional change quietly and consistently year after year, is a noble achievement. Certainly he stands alone in performance among all the members of the organized blind movement; and now, many of his programs and policies have become inextricably woven  into the public assistance programs of America. Perry took quiet comfort from his pride in acknowledging the degree to which the early dreams of the makers of the blind movement have become commonplace realities for the blind men and women of today.

Perry left us quietly and without fanfare, just as he lived his life. He rests now with Emily among the Sierras. His monument is in his fidelity to his purposes, to the lives and aspirations of blind men and women in California and everywhere; Perry Sundquist was the benchmark in public service.

Memorial Opened By Manuel Urena

With the strains of the California School for the Blind song resonating memories for many, Manuel Urena commenced the convocation:

This evening, with this commemoration, we "discharge a private debt and a public obligation." We hold this ceremony more for the living than to honor him who has ventured into the unknown.

Perry Sundquist, born August 1904, died October 1987, served the organized blind -- and this organization in particular -- in numerous capacities, all with distinction. He served California as well for over a quarter century as Chief of the Division for the Blind in the Department of Welfare (now Social Services). It is no accident we are having this memorial gathering at a Convention of the California Council. Perry wished me to see to it, if at all possible, that we should follow the plan at a similar observance a decade ago at the passing of Tony Mannino. Perry himself chaired that convocation. And so, Perry old friend, we are here tonight. As I told Perry some time ago, I plan to depart from the customary protocol and make my remarks more personal than is usually the case.

My best recollection is I met Perry in 1952. By 1954 I could harass him without mercy about a multiplicity of matters, including one report he delivered to the Council Convention -- one of those statistical monstrosities state departments grind out without end.

The report itself, I am sure, will forever remain anonymous, but it became the initial bond of friendship between Perry and I that would last until his death. Somewhere in the long lost report statistics about the races of welfare recipients were given: so many whites, so many blacks, so many Mexicans. As a young turk who had just finished Anthropology 1A at UC Berkeley, I couldn't let that pass. I had to remind Perry that whatever Mexicans were, they were not a race,
Though at first glance Perry took mg criticism with good grace, a year later he took his quiet revenge. A new report listed the numbers of whites, and numbers of blacks, and went on to report on a new, nebulous category: "others."

As I thought of what should be said of Perry, how best to define his life -- or perhaps only our friendship of some 35 years -- I came to realize that in the truisms and witticisms of the Spanish language lies enlightenment about Perry, his character, and his philosophy. One can hear echoes of Perry in such statements as "It is not with gray hair that one writes but with a mind that generally ripens with the years.”
"Keep company with good men and you will be one of them."

"Whether the pot strikes the stone or vice versa, it’s bad luck for the pot."

On that great champion of the blind, Jacobus tenBroek, spoke of Perry even as he memorialized Dr. Newel Perry, in 1961:

"Perry Sundquist: social worker and public administrator by profession, bringing to his work a sympathetic personality, an unshakable faith in blind people and skillful management of administrative techniques and devices. He was born in 1904 and attended this School from 1918 to 1922. For exactly twenty years now he has been Chief of the Division for the Blind in the State Department of Social Welfare. During those two decades he has translated the principles of the organized blind movement into concrete administrative action, from legislative parchment into practical reality. Under his direct programs for the blind have multiplied and prospered, services have been expanded and their benefits spread. Most important of all, the working philosophy of the movement has been transformed into a working practice. In a very real sense, he has been the effective administrative arm of the movement."

Whether we hold fond personal memories of Perry or not, all of us owe him a debt of gratitude. Let us remember him through his own words, so expressive of the man he was. A letter from Perry to Dr. Newel Perry:
Sacramento, California 
August 6, 1947

Dear Dr. Perry:

Well, here it is August 6th already and I have postponed writing this difficult letter quite long enough!

During the time I spent at the University this Summer, I had ample opportunity to think and reflect upon the great strides made in work for the blind here in California during the past half century - and, through this State's magnificent example - the raising of the welfare of the blind of the whole nation.

Perhaps no whole group of people ever owed so much to one person as the blind of this State and this country owe to you, True, most of them will never know their indebtedness, but that isn't at all important,

Your unremitting, and incredibly successful, efforts have "paid off" (as far as you are concerned) in bringing to pass the literal raising of the entire status of a segment of society to a relatively high plane. You did it almost alone, and for the simple reason that you believed and weren't afraid to try.

It has been, please believe me, a rare privilege indeed to observe this - and I don't see how any person can observe it without being tremendously inspired. It is the witnessing of such unalloyed devotion to a cause, so utterly devoid of any self, which is not only inspiring - but must make all who know of it first hand to want, even in some small way, to measure up to such an ideal.

Thanks, old man, thanks a lot for all you have done - and for the inspiration you have given, and the ideal you have set, for those of us also interested in that cause which you have done such a very great deal to further.

Very cordially,

Perry
Perry’s introduction to his work, the History of the California Council of the Blind:

"How does one discuss the beginnings, achievements, and promise of a great social movement? Certainly one must recount the facts, aided by a great deal of source

material. Yet, in addition to and far more important than the coldly marshaled facts and listed achievements, are the persons who brought them all about.

"The California Council of the Blind is a "grass roots" movement of blind men and women from San Diego to Shasta and from the sierras to the Sea. These are the countless and unnamed heroes who captured the dream of self-organization and thus translated hopes into realities -- not for themselves but for their fellow blind citizens and for the sightless boys and girls, men and women; who will come after them.

"It is hoped that the History which follows has captured something of that dream which motivated these human beings to unite under the banner of the California Council of the Blind and do great things."

Tributes to Perry Sundquist

Howard Porter, CCB charter member: 
Just two days prior to a memorable Saturday in 1934, 1 received a phone call from Perry Sundquist, who reported he had in turn received a phone call from Dr. Newel Perry in Berkeley. There was to be a special meeting in Fresno to form a new organization, the California Council for the Blind. Doctor wanted a picked group of dedicated blind men and women to attend that meeting, even though uninvited. From that time on through the better part of fifty years, Perry Sundquist and I had become close friends. Certainly hundreds of other people could make that same claim, for Perry was outgoing, personable, and an able organizer. The two of us attended many meetings, conferences, conventions, confidential sessions and exchanged some rather intimate confidences. To me, Perry was something of a catalyst. But the minutes of life are long, and the years short, and as we passed into our ninth decade, our paths seldom crossed.

While Perry did not seek the limelight, in a sense he approached the goal of the ancient Greek philosopher, Plato: "The man should not seek the office. The office should seek the man."

I think of those memorable words from Hamlet: "Alas, poor [Perry], I knew him well. The rest is silence."

Frances Mannino, CCB member: 
Long before I met Perry personally I knew of him. This man of destiny had attended the California School for the Blind before I lost my sight, but over the years I learned of Perry’s work in Sacramento and as the years passed I came to realize that Perry was in the front lines of battle in causes for the blind, and in legislative efforts to benefit blind people everywhere. Soon I saw that Perry’s knowledge and ability to persuade government officials was nothing less than a gift from God.

I can still hear Perry’s distinct voice as he stood at the podium of many conventions of the blind in California and elsewhere clearly forecasting what was coming down the line from Sacramento and Washington D.C., whether it was good or bad news for blind people. During convention sessions Perry would circulate amongst his friends announcing his presence with a tap on the shoulder, speaking a word of encouragement or whispering something which would provoke a smile on the listener's face.

When I became more than a friend of Tony Mannino Perry lost no time in teasing Tony and me about many things; he often chided me about being the most modern Mennonite he had ever seen. On one occasion Tony, Perry and I flew together to a national convention in Houston; Perry and I had such a good time laughing and telling funny stories that at one point Tony pretended that he didn't even know us -- with a smile.

Perry touched many lives for the good, and before I say a final farewell to Perry, I want to thank him publicly for the happiness he gave Tony and me by being our true friend and for touching our lives in practical ways.  May you rest in peace, dear Perry.

Mary Catalano, long time secretary for the CCB office: 
Perry Sundquist was an arbitrator, a peacemaker and a loyal friend, but most of all a helping hand to all blind people. I recall a time when I wanted new typewriters in the office, and Tony Mannino (my brother) ruled we couldn't afford them. A friend of mine offered to crochet an afghan to raffle off and thus raise the money for the typewriters. Tony then countered us by pointing out all the expenses involved in running a raffle: printing, mailing, and so forth. I called Perry and asked if he would help underwrite the project and he answered, of course, "Yes, darling, go ahead and count me in." We ladies were all darlings to Perry.  The Council made a profit of $1,100 on the raffle and Perry never let Tony forget that we had to underwrite it.
Perry always wanted to be told, privately, when some blind member had a great need, and he took personal care to help. He picked up costs Medicare would not pay for, and many were the lunch and banquet tickets he paid for members who could not afford them at conventions. He never wanted his charities to be known, but now it can be told.

To me, Perry was someone I could turn to for advice, understanding, encouragement and help. He was a loving and caring person.

Cid Urena, CCB member and Sacramento representative: 
Perry and I first met in the 1950's at a Council meeting and hit it off right away, and our friendship continued to his death. Perry provided support and direct assistance in Sacramento on legislative matters, Social Security, innovative programming for the blind, and always provided a strong shoulder to lean on when the going got rough.

Perry had a wonderful ability for explaining legislative bills in the language of the common man.  He spent many an evening writing bill analysis, an important service for our Sacramento work.
Though Perry preferred to work in the background and allow others to bask in the limelight, he was in fact the guiding force behind many important legislative achievements of the Council. He was a skilled legislative and administrative tactician who provided many of our basic arguments for important legislative initiatives for the blind from improvements in public assistance to the education of blind children.

Perry seldom spoke of or thought of himself. His driving ambition was to improve education and social conditions for blind people. His relationships with our membership were warm and he was filled with concern for all blind people. Blind Californians recognized this personal commitment and responded to him with affection and sincere appreciation. It was my privilege to know and work with this much beloved man for several decades. I will miss him.

Sue Ammeter, President, United Blind of Washington State: 
On behalf of the members of the United Blind of Washington State, I wish to express our sympathy at the loss of Perry Sundquist. When one thinks of Perry, it is difficult to even begin to recognize his contributions on behalf of the blind. But when one looks at the history of the organized blind movement, Perry’s tireless dedication and commitment will indeed make a difference in the lives of every blind person in this country. The members of UBWS stand with the CCE in mourning his loss.

Acosta Concludes Sundquist Convocation

On Tuesday, October 27 the organized blind movement and the California Council of the Blind lost a great champion. Mr. Perry Sundquist, a charter member of the CCB Ieft this good earth.
His passing was not a surprise to his close friends. We knew that Perry had been struggling with a lengthy illness. However, in his typical style, he fought a good fight.
Many of us will remember Perry’s last public appearance before the membership of his beloved CCB. He delivered a moving and dramatic speech which he personally presented before the 1936 Spring Convention of the Council in Sacramento. The theme of his great speech centered around an old soldier saving good-bye to his man, friends.
Whenever the blind faced a serious crisis, Perry might be reluctant, but he would take up the reins of responsibility. When the NFB upheavals of the "60"s resulted in the resignation of its President, Jacobus tenBroek, it was Perry who was called upon to serve as interim President of the war-torn NFB. In 1974, the California Council of the Blind called on Perry to be its elected leader, a position he fulfilled with his usual distinction.

Perry’s contributions in the field of public welfare policy and administration are no less significant than his work within the organized blind movement, It was due to his efforts as Chief of the Division for the Blind that Aid to the Partially Self-Supporting Blind became a fully realized and magnificent means to help blind men and women leave the welfare rolls and become taxpayers. Thus, Perry and other visionary members of the Council were decades ahead in creating an incentive program to help blind people off the welfare rolls.

Perry’s greatest hour in his later years came in his steadfast rejection of the sad events of 1970 when the ruling junta in the NFB sought to bring an end to our energetic and constructive state organization. Perry energetically participated in formulating our positions and defended the CCB against all incursions. Here as in all else Perry would not let the blind of California down.

As President of the largest statewide organization of this nation, I am grateful to Perry, and I honor the memory of Perry Sundquist for the over six decades of service he so generously gave to the blind of America. Perry will be greatly missed, but we can look forward to the day when his dreams for a better life for the blind of America will come true in the years to come,

A Contemporary's View of Perry Sundquist

[Editor's note: Jacobus tenBroek was the first and remains the foremost President of the National Federation of the Blind. He and Perry Sundquist were friends, colleagues and co-workers on behalf of their fellow blind. There follows here an address delivered by Dr. tenBroek at the Council Convention held in Fresno in April, 1956. This speech is simply titled, "Perry Sundquist."]
Perry has been Chief of the Division for the Blind in the California State Department of Social Welfare for fifteen years. He was appointed to that position in the year 1941 on his birthday, June 19. by Governor Culbert Olson. He later passed a competitive examination for the job, the Legislature having made it subject to civil service.

Perry was born on June 18, 1904, in Hibbing, Minnesota. His folks endowed him with the first name of William and the middle name of Perry. At the age of six he entered the public schools of Manitoba, Canada, where he spent about three years. When he was nine, the Sundquist family moved to the State Of Washington and enrolled Perry in the public schools there. His one distinct memory of that educational era in his life was a remark made to his mother by the principal of the elementary school in Seattle to the effect that "Perry might be able to go as high as the sixth grade, but no higher because of his very limited mental ability." The limited mental disability, Perry hastened to explain to his mother after leaving the principal's office, was due entirely to the fact that he just could not see the blackboard and therefore was unable to perform as a student.

Since the Washington State School for the Blind, located in Vancouver, it was then regarded as an asylum for the abnormal, it seemed an appropriate place to send a child with either serious mental or visual impairment. Accordingly, Perry was duly enrolled at the state school and remained there for a couple of years. When Perry was 19 he came to California. He continued his formal and informal education at the California State School for the Blind in Berkeleg-1915 to 1922--graduating in the latter year. His mathematics teacher explained to Perry that the high school diploma was largely a gift in as much as Perry learned little Algebra and even less Geometry. The mathematics teacher who made this pointed observation was, of course, Dr. Perry.
Perry’s most vivid memory of life at the School for the Blind in Berkeley is the fight he decided to lead against the sour milk being served in the dining room. He announced his intention to have a sample of the milk tested at the University of California Laboratories after first stopping at the office of the Berkeley Gazette to advise the public in general of his interest in scientific analysis at an early age. Thus Perry showed an awareness of the basic principle which must underlie all progress made by the blind in the advancement of their own welfare, name1g, that the public is our friend and will willingly do all that it can to help us if it is but informed how it can do so. I don’t know what victory Perry claims in the sour milk episode or what short range improvement he may have secured. I came to the State School in Berkeley in 1920 and I can testify that from then on at least for the better part of the next decade the food got steadily worse every year,

When Perry first entered the University of California, Berkeley, he intended to become a lawyer. He was admitted to Boalt Hall of Law but in a short time changed his major to political science. One reason for this change--I leave it to you to decide how much of a reason--was a statement of one of Perry’s professors that "I can teach you but I cannot give you brains." Perry received his B.A. degree from the University of California and also by special action of the Academic Senate became officially Perry Sundquist without the William.

In undergraduate days at Berkeley a friendship with Emily Wright, born, it is said, of their mutual liking for onion sandwiches if not for each other, ripened into love, In 1931, Emily and Perry were married in Los Angeles. Mrs. Sundquist is now a teacher in the Sacramento public schools.

In 1929, Perry graduated into the bleak years of the great depression. Mostly he spent his time wandering about looking for a job. He also put in a couple of years of graduate study at the University of Southern California and at his Alma Mater.

In 1935, Perry conducted a statewide census and economic survey of the blind in California for the State Department of Education. Shortly thereafter, he became the Executive Secretary of the American Brotherhood for the Blind, a position which he kept until 1941.
Perry has served as chairman of the Coordinating Committee on State Services for the Blind for several years. He is past president of the Fort Sutter Chapter, California State Employees' Association. On two different occasions, each for a period of several months, he headed up the Division of Public Assistance in the State Department of Social Welfare. On other occasions also for several months each time he directed and administrative study of Los Angeles County for the Department and also was regional director when the State Department was directly administering Old Age Security and Aid for the Needy Blind, having charge of operation in nine valley counties. From Mi(sp?) to 1955 Perry was a member of the Board of Directors of the California Conference of Social Work having been nominated by the County Welfare Departments to that position. He is a 32nd degree mason and has been president of the central district conference of Unitarian Churches in California.

These then are the factual data of Perry’s biography, the customary collection of vital statistics which may or may not be explanatory or significant. How shall we appraise his work? What is his important and distinct contribution to the welfare of the blind whom he has served for a third of a century? Perry has been an active member and leader of the California Council of the Blind since its beginning in 1934. In the decade preceding that date his efforts swelled the movement that was even then vital but had not get achieved its statewide organizational form. These contributions in themselves merit a full measure of public commendation. They are, however, but the prelude to and perhaps the necessary foundation for Perry’s already outstanding achievements in his fifteen years as Chief of the Division for the Blind in the State Department of Social Welfare. In the way in which he has discharged the duties of that office, in his steadfast devotion to the basic principles of an enlightened welfare system for the blind of this state, in the unremitting labor, efficiency and skill with which he has translated those principles and induced others to translate those principles into daily administration and in his continuous though not always approved identification and association with the organized cause and movement of the blind-- it is in these seldom publicly displayed activities that Perry has made his signal and well-nigh unique contribution to the improvement of the lot of the blind.

In 1941, when Perry first came to the State Department of Social Welfare, there was one state program for the blind, Aid to the Needy Blind. Today there are three: Aid to the Needy Blind; Aid to the Partially Self-Supporting Blind; and Prevention of Blindness. In Mi(sp?) there were about 7,000 blind persons receiving and average grant of $48. Today there are about 13,000 receiving an average grant of about $88. In 1941, Aid to the Blind was scrambled with other social welfare programs both in the State and County Welfare Departments--being all confused and lumped together in the general public assistance administration. Today the Social Welfare programs for the blind are not only built upon distinct foundations but are separatel9 administered both in the state and in the larger county welfare departments. The Division for the Blind in the State Department of Social Welfare has been given a virtually independent status and made responsible only to the Director of the Department. The separate bureaus for the blind in the larger counties perform the same function on the local level. Both make possible an adaptation of the administrative structure to the peculiar needs and problems of the blind which could be achieved in no other way.
These far reaching changes are of course embodied in legislation. The legislation in turn has primarily been the product of the labors of this Council. But as the blind people can testify better than anybody else legislation is a mere beginning, often little more than a pious declaration. Though a statute may be indispensable, something more than the vote of the Legislature is needed to make an affirmative program a living reality. It is the administrator who stands between the letter of the parchment and the intended beneficiaries. How well the letter is carried out, how much of the benefit is received by the beneficiaries, depends upon how well the administrator comprehends the letter, how much he approves of what he comprehends and how much skill he displays in the execution. In all of these respects Perry has been unexcelled. He has understood the constructive purposes of the Legislature. He has approached his task with confidence in himself and in the blind and with a contagious enthusiasm. Above all, by legal coercion, when that is necessary, by cajolery, by friendliness, by good nature, by patience, by tactical delays, by flexible adaptations, and most important of all, by persuasion--by all of these various and diverse administrative devices and techniques Perry has demonstrated his really top flight skill as an administrator. In my six years as a member of the State Social Welfare Board I have seen Perry exhibit these qualities month by month and week by week.

In summation: As Dr. Perry has been the practical leader, Ernest Crowley the principal legislative spokesman and Raymond Henderson in the early days the legal counselor, Perry has been the strong administrative arm of the movement which has meant so much to the blind men and women of California.

Perry Sundquist's Career

Perry Sundquist was born in 1904 in Minnesota and educated in a number of schools before finally enrolling at the California School for the Blind in 1919.
He graduated in 1922 and was one of Dr. Newel Perry’s "bogs." Dr. Perry founded the California Council of the Blind in 1934 and Perry was present at the organizational meeting. He was a dedicated member of the Council throughout his entire life. Sundquist received his B.A. degree from the University of California at Berkeley.

Perry was Secretary of the Los Angeles County Club of Adult Blind from 1930 to 1935 and President of the Club in MO. From 1934 to 1938 he was Vice President of the California Council of the Blind. He was Vice President of the National Federation of the Blind from 1961 to 1962 when he became President until July, 062. He served continuously as a member of the NFB's Executive Committee from 061 to 1977.

Perry conducted a Census and Economic Survey of the Blind in California in 1935 for the State Department of Health. From 1936 to Mi he was Executive Secretary of the American Brotherhood for the Blind. He served as Chief of the Division for the Blind, California State Department of Social Welfare from June Mi until his retirement from State service in June, 1968.
In 1959 Perry received the Newel Perry Award for distinguished service in blind welfare from the National Federation of the Blind, and in 1964 he received the Citation of this Council for his work in the field. In 1962 and 1963 he was awarded Honorary Membership in the California Optometric Association. Perry was awarded the first Jacobus tenBroek award by the National Federation of the Blind in 1976 because of his outstanding service to the blind of the Nation. Perry actively worked through the NFB in helping many other states to improve their Aid to the Blind programs. During his own State service in California, Perry was instrumental in the growth of this State's Aid to the Blind programs to a point in development unequaled an9where in the Nation.

Perry Sundquist served as Editor of the Braille Monitor from April 1968 to December 1976. From 1968 to 1979 he was Welfare Consultant to the American Brotherhood for the Blind. In California, Perry gave of himself in many capacities, statewide as well as local,, including terms as Council President and First Vice President in the 1970’s.

1978-88 CCB AWARDS FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Jay S. Yi $2,000.00;Vera Saliba $1500.00; John Morgan $1,000.00; Rochelle Foley $1,000.00; Kathleen Appel $1,000.00; Patricia Manis $1,000.00; Grant Young $800.00; (Mannino) Isidro Chavez Jr. $800.00; (Mannino) Mark Taylor $750.00; Ngan Tran $750.00; Catherine Schmitt $750.00; Glenn Greenwood $750.00; Arthur Sophus $500.00; Rex Gisit $500.00; Peter Wilson $500.00; Kimberly Sampson $325.00; Sheila Ciaulick $325.00; Samantha Hamilton $300.00; Nancy Hawk $250.00; Paul Johnson $250.00; Jennie Landee $250.00.
BULLETIN BOARD
By Winifred Downing
Pen Pals: Do you wish to add to your list of correspondentS7 Almost every issue of OUR Special, National Braille Press, 88 St. Stephen Street, Boston, Massachusetts 0210, and of The Matilda Ziegler Magazine, 20 West 17th Street, New York New York has details on persons in various parts of the U.S. and many overseas locations who want to make new friends by mail.

Regional and sub regional libraries serving the blind and print handicapped have several interesting lists which patrons can request; I am not sure which of these is available in Braille but would guess that certain19 the first is:

1.  Tactile maps which patrons can borrow through their lending library;

2.  Tape and record players which can accommodate materials prepared for use by NLS patrons;

3.  Recordings on records and tapes, mainl9 literary in nature, which can be purchased from various sources by those who wish to establish their own libraries of recorded materials.

Available from QUIK-SCRYBE: A Guide to Civic Responsibility, a handbook every voter should possess. This Guide lists the names, districts, party affiliation,) address and phone number of California State Legislators, as well as United States Senators and Representatives. Also given, are valuable tips on forms of address, as well as tips to keep in mind when writing your Legislators. Braille copies are available for $7.00. Make checks payable to QUIK-SCRYBE, and send to: 333 North Berendo Street Suite 333, Los Angeles, California 90004.

From APH SLATE, Fall, 1987: The new Handi-Cassette Recorder/Player is now available. This machine provides quality sound production from a state of the art unit measuring 4 x 6 1/2 x 1 3/4 inches. It has four track, two speed capabilities and has all the popular features of the standard APH desk model recorder along with an important addition, variable speed control which can increase the rapidity of reading up to 100% without distorting the voice. The recorder comes with a rechargeable battery pack, a wall plug for "AC operation and battery recharging, an empty battery holder for standard batteries if desired, and lightweight mono headphones. The price is $IM67 and the catalog number is 1-07080-00. Write to the American Printing House for the Bind, 839 Frankfort Avenue Louisville, Kentucky 402069
Avon Products. If you are interested in buying or selling Avon products, contact Carmen Vala, 30 Albert Street, Apartment 2, Garfield, New Jersey 07026 in any format or cal I her at (201) 340-9103.

From Our Special, September, 1987: Harry Fribush's long standing greeting card business has been taken over by Mid-Michigan Center for the Blind, lil Capitol Avenue, Room 702, Lansing, Michigan 48931. Gift catalog free in Braille and costing $2.00 for print or cassette, write to Diane Vaughn, 4943 Indianola Avenue, Indianapolis, Indiana 46205.

From Our Special, October, 1987: The National Braille Press announces its publication in 5 volumes of The C Programming Language. The book assumes some familiarity with basic programming concepts although the novice programmer should be able to read along and pick up the language, The Braille edition is available for $24.95, the same price as the print edition. Write National Braille Press, Inc., 88 St. Stephen Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02119.

Would you like to learn more about a no spill ice cube tray, microwave oven cookware, a cassette cabinet.) or a computer cookbook7 Write for a catalog on cassette or in large print from Ann Morris Enterprises, Inc., 26 Horseshoe Lane, Levitown, New York 11756.

Send helpful hints and resources for this column to: Winifred Downing, 087 38th Avenue, San Francisco, California 94122
"THE WAR WITHIN"

PRIVATE WAR GOES PUBLIC

By Kathleen Mcgivern
[From AER Report, October 19871

There has for some time now been a growing ideological “civil war" among the organizations (and the federal agency) involved in issues affecting Americans with disabilities.
As this war spreads and divisiveness becomes the order of the day, the true casualties may well be the programs intended to serve disabled people. For seven

years now, despite repeated Administration efforts to devastate all domestic programs including special education and rehabilitation, advocates have managed to protect these vital areas from serious budget cuts and limiting amendments. But this was possible through the early "dark days" of Reaganomics only because nearly all the organizations of and for the blind with disabilities were able to work together. Such unified efforts may become more and more difficult, however, as bitter ideological differences continue to tear apart any semblance of unity.

The truly serious differences began to surface a couple of years ago as the bill to authorize the Rehabilitation Act was being drafted. On one side of the issue were organizations such as the Association for Persons with Severe Handicaps (TASH) and the Association for Retarded Citizens (ARC).

These groups represented populations which have never been the primary recipients of vocational rehabilitation services in the past because of the emphasis in "traditional" rehabilitation on competitive employment. While these groups had succeeded in getting federal money for "supported employment" special projects, their goal was to make "supported employment" an acceptable outcome for vocational rehabilitation purposes, thus opening that program to a whole new population. Madeline Will and others in the Department of Education's Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) were extremely supportive, as were certain keg legislators. Suddenly the more "traditional" rehabilitation advocates were faced, for the first time, with a serious possibility that the vocational rehabilitation program might undergo significant changes in philosophy and emphasis. The particular battle ended with compromises on both sides, but the "coalition" which had been so effective on funding issues was clearly strained nearly to the breaking point.

On the special education side, as well, differing ideologies have created serious problems. This has been most evident in the crusade by OSERS, on the subject of "mainstreaming." The infamous re-draft of "Manual 0" on Least Restrictive Environment was one of the first battles to erupt. Efforts to eliminate residential facilities as an option have continued from within and outside of OSERS. When the House of Representatives began consideration of the Education Consolidation and Improvement Act earlier this year, TASH and others lobbied hard for limiting amendments to the P.L. 09-32 section of that bill. (89-32, you may remember, is the provision which funds "state supported" or "state operated" programs, including some programs at residential schools.) Again, compromises were reached but the battle took its toll. Most recently we have begun to see some "backlash- to the extreme ideologies dominating OSERS. In the August AER

Report we described an eloquent statement which has been put together by the National Education Association and the Council for Exceptional Children and endorsed by other organizations including AER.

This statement discusses the relationship between special education and general education and re-emphasizes the importance of the "continuum of services" as envisioned in P.L. 94-142.

While it is a broad statement dealing with many of the issues facing special education (including personnel preparation issues), it is, in part, a response to the "ideologues" within OSERS and elsewhere who would rather see every child "mainstreamed- regardless of what might be in the best interests of the individual.

The "war within" has become a much more public affair in recent weeks. After long months of deteriorating relations between OSERS (especially Madeline Will), and the state directors of vocational rehabilitation, an angry letter was sent to Secretary of Education William Bennett. The Council of State Administrators of Vocational Rehabilitation (CSAYR) enumerated a "bill of particulars" about the serious problems within the Rehabilitation Services Administration. Their letters summed up the problem: "We are saddened and frustrated at the very existence of this situation, and deplore the fact that the most important Federal Office for persons with disabilities is being operated in an extremely narrow, closed, undemocratic, and ineffective fashion." Top on the list of CSAVR complaints is the fact that Commissioner Justin Dart, Jr.'s authority has been constantly undermined by Assistant Secretary Will.

CSAVR indicated to Secretary Bennett that they will deal only with Commissioner Dart, refusing to communicate with Mrs. Will or respond to her policy decisions. This rebellion is somewhat similar in nature to the massive bo9cott of the OSERS initiative in the special education personnel preparation area which we reported on in the August AER Report. Mrs. Will, who has often targeted as one of her major goals the bringing together of special education and rehabilitation, may ironically have succeeded tit that (in wags she never intended!) While CSAVR sought support in the disability community for their position concerning problems within OSERS, a very different kind of letter went to Secretary Bennett. This one, signed by thirteen organizations including TASH and ARC, praised Madeline Will for her "'excellent commitment and leadership" and said they look forward to working with her during the remaining months of this Administration. The "armed conflict" seems to have escalated into open warfare.

Now, as we approach get another round of difficult budget battles, it seems hard to imagine that the "coalition" of disability rights organizations will continue to be as effective as in the past. What happened? One might characterize it as a case of ideology "run amok." Where do we go from here? Perhaps the only thing of which we can be certain is the importance of our own continued involvement, letting legislators know about the value and importance of programs serving blind and visually impaired people. As for the rest of it, we can only hope that broader minds" will eventually prevail and the importance of "options" in meeting the individual needs of people with disabilities will once again become a unifying factor as we fight to improve all programs and services for our children and adults with disabilities.
A TASTE OF WASHINGTON

By Winifred Downing
Not long ago there were government sponsored programs which permitted and encouraged experiments in education, science and welfare work; but the projects now in place serve only basic needs, leaving any new or unused plans to be attempted only if money in the form of a grant can be secured for the idea under consideration. Grants are given by d host of public and private organizations, and much of the success of a school or agency has come to depend on the skills necessary to obtain these grants so that new work can be carried forward.

I had read a good deal about grants and the projects dependent upon them but had had no direct experience in that direction so that I was surprised when an employee of the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services (OSERS) called earI9 last summer to ask if I would participate as a peer reviewer for grants requested under Part C of the Rehabilitation Act. When the Older Americans Act had been passed several years before, no funding had occurred; some money was finally secured through an amendment to the Rehabilitation Act for the purpose of establishing programs to teach independent living skills to blind and visually impaired persons 55 years and over. Organizations wishing to establish such projects made application for the funds for the first time last year; grants consisted of $200,000. Because there wasn’t nearI9 enough money to meet all requests, a group of twelve reviewers assembled in the summer of 1986 to judge the proposals, and that same approach was repeated in 1987.

The twelve reviewers were divided into four groups of three participants, and each panel received 12 grant proposals to evaluate, Most of the panelists had backgrounds in school or agency administration. Apparently one of the OSERS employees associated with the project got the idea of including in each panel one blind or visually impaired person, and it was in this capacity that I was invited to join.

We had a group of differently weighted criteria which we were to use in judging the proposals. The most possible points concerned the first criterion, how closely the program being suggested adhered to the purposes of the law which had established the funding. Other required considerations involved the extent of the need which the program established, the kind of administrative apparatus in place to keep the activity progressing smoothly, the assurances of adequate participation by women and members of minorities, the qualifications Of participating professionals, evaluation procedures to establish the success achieved, and the adequacy of the projected budget with respect to the anticipated grant. After each reviewer reached his or her decision on the proposals, the panel of three persons met to discuss them and issue find recommendations. It is mg understanding that no proposal rejected by a panel is funded; but positive reactions are fed into a computer with other information to make the ultimate decision on which proposals are finally approved.

Supposedly applying organizations were to restrict their submissions to 25 pages, but no one staged within that limit. Even if all the organizations had done so, we would have had 300 pages to read in the four days set aside for the reviews. As a matter of fact many proposals had important added appendices, letters of support, and other documents contributing to the available information so that the amount of reading was staggering. The OSERS employee who had conceived the notion of using blind panelists tried to anticipate our reading problems by having taped for us the four proposals for which we would have primary responsibility; those tapes, however, included only the basic proposals and none of the supporting documentation. I had 40 hours with a reader between Tuesday noon and Friday noon. Sometimes when I was just too rummy to absorb any more material, I had the reader tape for me and then got up at three or four in the morning to work when I was a bit clearer in mind. Along with the short nights, I read while I ate meals in mg room, consumed a great many aspirin, but finally did finish the work on time. I don't remember working that hard many other times in my life.

Our expenses were paid: air fare, group hotel accommodations, and a meal allowance together with a stipend of $50 per day. The problem for many people might arise from the fact that participants must advance all money and are not reimbursed for almost four months. Bits of realism of this kind are not related to reviewers when their assistance is being sought and become known only from others who may have had similar experiences.

In spite of the hard work and the inconveniences, I gained much from this activity. I appreciated aspects of agency problems which I had not been aware of before.  On the one hand, small states with poor existing programs often lacked the background and personnel to present compelling proposals; and on the other hand, wealthy states with extensive programs were sometimes denied funding even when panelists may have decided affirmatively, thus effectively squelching growth. Another problem is that grants are made for one year only, and none of the criteria given to reviewers concerned whether or not a program had been funded previously. It is quite possible, therefore, that a program initiated one year must discontinue only twelve months later just because no further money is available. Assembling the staff and materials to establish a project takes time, and it is doubtful that most really new programs can demonstrate convincing results after just one year, On the other hand, were programs funded for the more usual three-year periods, there would be no expansion in the agencies served because all available money would be assigned. Though I have no answers to these dilemmas, I believe we are all served when more and more of us are aware both of the problems and of the processes attempted to solve them.

AROUND THE STATE AND NATION
1988 Nominating Committee Seeking Candidates for Fall Slate

The 1988 Nominating Committee, consisting of George Fogarty, Winifred Downing, Don Queen, Joanne Pomerantz and Obbie Shoeman issues a Call for Candidates for the Fall 1988 CCB elections. The positions to be filled at that time are President, First Vice President, Treasurer and four Board positions. The present holders of these offices are President, Robert Acosta; First Vice President, Robert Campbell; Treasurer') Charles Smalley; and Board members George Fogarty, Allen Jenkins, Judge Don Wilkinson and Al Gil.

New candidates should present in writing a brief resume or statement as to their qualifications for the office they seek. All incumbents wishing to be considered for the Slate, should notify the Chairman, George Fogarty, in writing of this fact inasmuch as no candidate can be considered without their consent, All interested persons must make their interests known to the Chairman in writing no later than April 1, 1986. All written communitarians to the Committee should be addressed to George Fogarty, Chairman, 45 Cuernavaca Drive, Sonoma, California, 95476.
Save, Save, Save on Travel!

From The Clarion, the Chatsworth High School newspaper, May 01, 1987.
The American Council of the Blind has signed a contract with Northridge Travel Service for 19BO(sp?). Your patronage can lead to complimentary airplane tickets to be used by ACB personnel to carry on their worthwhile work on behalf of all blind persons in the nation. When flying anywhere whether it be to visit relatives, business, or just wanting to get away for the weekend, consider booking your flight with Northridge Travel. This agency promises to save you a great deal of money for your willingness to use their service. Also using a travel agency can save you the headache of calling airline after airline attempting to obtain the best rates.

 When making your ticket arrangements, please tell the agent that you wish credit to be awarded to the American Council of the Blind.

To reach Northridge Travel from outside California, phone, (800) 542-3800 or in California, (800) 523-4396. Helen, Jane, Joan and Renee are ready to handle all of your travel needs,
Important Seminar Sponsored by Greater Los Angeles Chapter

The Greater Los Angeles Chapter, California Council of the Blind presents "Community Resources Day", a program for blind and visually impaired persons and their families., Saturday, March 26, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Braille Institute 741 Vermont Ave. Los Angeles.
There are thousands of blind and visually impaired children and adults in the Greater Los Angeles area who through lack of information and assistance are not obtaining the services they need to function productively in society. "Community Resources Dag" can help.

"Community Resources Day" shall address the following topics: an overview of the services provided b9 the State Department of Rehabilitation, the role of teachers and parents in the education of blind and partially sighted children, State and federal benefits available to blind and visually disabled persons, the "Organized Blind Movement and its impact on the lives of the blind and visually impaired."

Registration for "Community Resources Dag" is $10 per person and includes a cold lunch. Make checks payable to: Greater Los Angeles Chapter, CCB and mail to Mitch Pomerantz, 620 S. Ardmore Ave. *4, Los Angeles, CA 90005. Please respond by March 11, 1988.

If you will have difficulty getting to Braille Institute contact Mitch at (213) 3a9-1552 and every effort will be made to arrange transportation.

For workshop information contact Mitch at the above number.

Scholarships for Blind Students

Memoranda from Shelley Aleshire, Rehabilitation Counselor for the Blind, San Luis Obispo]

A generous endowment from the Mildred and Charles Wolverton Trust Fund can assist totally blind individuals to attend California Polytechnic State University in San Luis Obispo.

Beginning Spring Quarter, 19aa(sp?), scholarships will be available for totally blind applicants, who meet University admissions criteria and have been residents of California for two years,
Up to $30,000.00 per year is available to assist students with the cost of University expenses, adaptive equipment, and personal living expenses. Students may receive this scholarship for up to five years.

Interested applicants should contact Harriet Clenemen, Coordinator of Disabled Student Services at Cal Poly, for more info and/or scholarship application. She can be reached at (805) 756-1395.

Through Determination and with the Help of his Dog Guide; Acosta Overcomes Obstacles

By Heidi Elise
There are currently 16 blind or visually impaired teachers in the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD). Robert Acosta, Government, Law and Youth and Consumer Economics teacher, was however, the first blind teacher in LAUSD.

Acosta was born and raised in California. He graduated from John Marshall High School. He then attended UCLA where he majored in Social Science and English.

When Acosta requested enrollment in UCLA's School of Education the faculty refused him admission because he was blind. Acosta, therefore transferred to California State University, Los Angeles (CSULA).

Here they provided admittance with the mutual understanding that the faculty "wouldn't help, but they would not keep me from doing it", explained Acosta.  It was the early `60's when Acosta started job hunting. "At that time there weren't as many laws against discrimination as there are now."

"It’s still not perfect but it’s better." he explained. Acosta applied to a couple hundred schools.

No one, however, would hire him, solely because he was blind. "It was very discouraging. very depressing. But I have a strong family and strong personality, so I kept going."

His first teaching job was in Northern California, near Stockton.

At this same time the first woman high school principal in LAUSD, Dr. Gertrude Smith, was working at Chatsworth. She decided, "'Hey, let's really blow their minds," and proceeded to hire Acosta. "So now they had the first woman principal and the first blind teacher working for them", said Acosta.

With his wife, Acosta lives close to school. Students may see him mornings or afternoons walking to or from school. "I like to consider myself fairly independent, so I moved nearby on purpose. Then I don't have to depend on anyone to drive me."

Acosta has the help of his seeing eve dog and his Virginia Thorns.

Acosta is the current president of the California Council of the Blind. This is an organization that works to protect the rights and interests of the blind. The Council of the Blind is the largest state organization in the nation. It has nearly 3000 members.

Acosta considers himself "an activist on behalf of the blind" by helping those who are blind or visually impaired to speak for themselves.

Acosta "likes to think" he sets an example for his students. He is the example that any obstacle can be overcome. Despite handicaps people can strive to overcome them and reach their goals.

A Note of Appreciation on Receiving the Robert S. Brag Award

This honor was especially meaningful to me because of the great warmth and respect I felt for Bob Brag, and the tremendous admiration I had for his accomplishments in broadening library services during his years as Chief of the Division for the Blind of the Library of Congress.

It was also especially meaningful to me because of all the wonderful friends I've made in ACB, going back to the day that Mack Riley asked me to be part of a panel at a Hollywood convention of what was then the ABC, which eventually became ACEC and now CCE. At the luncheon that day I met a most interesting group of people like Bob Campbell, George Fogarty, John di Francesco, and Juliet Esterly. I was so impressed by their friendliness, and their competence, that I began attending conventions whenever I could and finally joined, becoming a Life Member some years ago.
This is the most democratically run organization I've ever encountered. I was fascinated with the open board meetings, the interesting convention sessions, and the special interest groups. And to top it off, nobody treated me like a second class citizen just because I'm sighted. (Though my friends say that when I'm brailing I think with my fingers.)
The thirty years I've been involved with Braille have been the most challenging and fun years of my life. They gave me a chance to know the really great ones in the field--our own Maxine Dorf, and Floyd Cargill, and Bernard Krebs, and even our British friends Bill Poole and Leslie Page, and Win Downing of Hadley, and Lorna Fell in New Zealand, and Connie Aucamp in South Africa. I felt like a teenager getting to meet her favorite movie or TV stars.

I owe so much to mg teacher, Frances Park, who has been turning out 5,000 pages of Braille a year ever since the 1940's and who made me aware that blind people all over the world have become her friends. She also taught me that a good teacher is like a rock cast into a pool--the ripples go on spreading, as some of your students go on to become teachers themselves,

And I owe much to CTEVH also, which has brought me into contact with other transcribers, other teachers, librarians, rehab counselors, students, and others in "this blindness business."

Most of all, I feel that Braille has given me a great deal more than I have given it--there's never a dull day, because as you know Braille always has new and fascinating puzzles and challenges around every corner.

Thank you dear friends, for honoring me in Bob Brag's memory,

Norma L. Schecter, Huntington Beach, California

Attention All Orientation Center Alumni

The Orientation Center Alumni Chapter, CCB, is seeking to find as many California Orientation Center for the Blind alumni as possible. If you are an OCB graduate or know of someone who is, please send their name, address and phone number to David Weddle, President, Orientation Center Alumni Chapter, 4058 Moore St., Los Angeles, CA 90066 or phone (20) 823-4614.
VITAL

VITAL is an anytime talk line which provides a free service to the visually impaired community. VITAL was organized and is staffed by the visually impaired community. VITAL is offered as an opportunity for people to call and talk about what is going on in their lives. We would enjoy meeting you! Call any day, anytime to (800) 323-8455; in California, (890) 522-8485#

Immediate News Release from Los Angeles County Commission on Disabilities

The Los Angeles County Commission on Disabilities proudly announces that California State University Northridge (CSUN) recently received special commendation in recognition of outstanding programs aimed at increasing the participation of students with disabilities in campus life. The commendation was one of six awards presented by the American Association of State Colleges and Universities and the National Organization on Disability (N.O.D.) The Joint Award Program is funded by a grant from J.C. Penney Company.

CSUN was recognized for it’s artistic, cultural and entertainment program which provides the opportunity for persons with disabilities to be part of a creative endeavor that includes students, staff and faculty. The CSUN program exemplifies the N.O.D.'s goals to expand community participation, public understanding and acceptance of persons with disabilities.

The Joint Awards Program is one of several National Organizations on Disability partnership programs. Additional information about the N.O.D. and the partnership programs may be obtained by contacting the National Organization on Disability, 910 16th Street, N.W. Washington D.C.., 20016.

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE FALL 1987 CCB CONVENTION

RESOLUTION 37-B-1

[Tabled until the next Convention.]
RESOLUTION 87-B-2

WHEREAS, for many years the City of San Francisco and Marin County were served by two Counselor-Teachers for the Blind through the Department of Rehabilitation; and

WHEREAS, upon the retirement of one of these Counselor-Teachers the Department of Rehabilitation attempted to eliminate one of the Counselor-Teacher positions, but with the intervention of the Department of Rehabilitation Director, Dr. Cecie Fontanoza, a half-time CT position was established; and

WHEREAS, when the second Counselor-Teacher then retired, the Department eliminated the half-time Counselor-Teacher position justifying this by assigning responsibility for CT services in Marin County to the Santa Rosa District, a district which extends north of San Francisco to the Oregon border and whose blind population has never been adequately served with its one Counselor-Teacher; and
WHEREAS if the Department were to keep statistics on the number of persons who are waiting for services, it would be found that the San Francisco district cannot be adequately served by one Counselor-Teacher; and

WHEREAS, with the rapid growth of the Marin County and Santa Rosa areas, it is unlikely that the Santa Rosa CT can handle this new influx of cases, thus leaving both the San Francisco and Santa Rosa districts inadequately served: Now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the California Council of the Blind in Convention assembled in the City of Los Angeles this 8th day of November, 1987, that the California Department of Rehabilitation be urged to keep the commitment of its director and restore the half-time Counselor-Teacher position in San Francisco; and be it further
RESOLVED that the Blind Advisory Committee be requested to investigate the adequacy of CT services in the growing Santa Rosa District.

RESOLUTION 87-B-3

WHEREAS, Public Libraries over the entire State are in desperate need of remodeling, reconstruction and new buildings; and
WHEREAS, the San Francisco main Public Library has hopelessly outgrown its present location, and is inaccessible to disabled and blind individuals, as are any other libraries throughout the State; and
WHEREAS, many Branch libraries throughout the State do have large print books as well as cassettes from the NLS collection, they have none of the modern high tech equipment which can be used by blind and disabled persons; and

WHEREAS, such high tech equipment could be located in main libraries and shared by all library users including, through the use of voice output, print handicapped persons; and

WHEREAS, blind and print handicapped college students in need of special reference materials, could find them without undue difficulty in a main public library where such high tech equipment has been installed; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 181 which provides for a $250,000,000 general obligation bond issue for remodeling, reconstruction and construction of libraries throughout California together with additional moneys from cities and counties would fund such public libraries: Now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the California Council of the Blind in Convention assembled in the City of Los Angeles this 8th day of November, 1987, that this Council support Senate Bill 1131 in the legislature,) and as a ballot measure in the election in June, 1986.

RESOLUTION 37-B-4

[Withdrawn by the author.]

RESOLUTION 37-B-5

WHEREAS, special training programs are necessary to enable Rehabilitation Counselors for the Blind to provide job placement services to meet the unique needs of the blind and visually impaired; and

WHEREAS, in California for at least the past 10 years, there has been no systematic training for RCB's to meet these needs; and

WHEREAS, for many years the Federal government has funded a training program at Southern Illinois University to train Rehabilitation Counselors in how to place blind persons in competitive employment; and

WHEREAS, during the past 10 years there has been a technological revolution affecting both the workplace and adaptive aids available to blind persons; and

WHEREAS, knowledge of these technological advances is vital to the provision of effective job placement services; and

WHEREAS, the Federal government, by funding programs to train RCB's., such as the placement training program at Southern Illinois University and training in Advanced Technology at Mississippi State, has recognized the great need for specialized training; and

WHEREAS, the California Department of Rehabilitation has not taken advantage of these primarily Federally funded opportunities: Now, therefore be it

RESOLVED by the California Council of the Blind in Convention assembled in the City of Los Angeles this 8th day of November, 1987, that this Council strongly urge the California Department of Rehabilitation to utilize these existing training programs for RCB's; and be it further

RESOLVED that the California Council of the Blind urge California DR to develop a plan to provide ongoing, systematic job placement training for RCB's including information on the effects of high technology on the workplace and adaptive aids available to blind persons.

RESOLUTION 87-B-6

WHEREAS, the California School for the Blind is a State owned and operated facility that provides quality educational services to blind and visually impaired children ages five to 21; and

WHEREAS, the California School for the Blind has credentialed and qualified staff who provide disability specific instruction in academic areas utilizing specialized materials and equipment, including Braille reading and writing, orientation and mobility, daily living skills, adaptive physical education, leisure skills and social/emotional development; and

WHEREAS, lack of this kind of training for blind children in local public schools is in large measure responsible for the fact that 75-80% of blind individuals between the ages of 16 and 64 are unemployed and/or under-employed; and 

WHEREAS, the facilities at CSB are not utilized from the middle of June to the first of September: Now, therefore be it

RESOLVED by the California Council of the Blind in Convention assembled in the City of Los Angeles this 8th day of November, 1937, that this Council request the State Department of Education, the legislature and the Governor to appropriately fund an ongoing summer program at the California School for the Blind to serve blind and visually impaired children attending regular pubic schools.
RESOLUTI ON 87 -B-7

WHEREAS, the California Orientation Center for the Blind has earned both national and international recognition as being among the finest programs in the world; and

WHEREAS, the blind of California have recognized the excellence and significance of this program since its inception; and

WHEREAS, the effectiveness of the Orientation Center has been impaired not only by staff reduction, but also by failure to fill existing, budgeted positions: Now, therefore be it

RESOLVED by the California Council of the Blind in Convention assembled in the City of Los Angeles this 8th day of November, 087, that this Council urge the Department of Rehabilitation to fill all presentI9 budgeted positions at the California Orientation Center for the Blind.
WHEREAS, the facilities at CSB are not utilized from the middle of June to the first of September: Now, therefore be it

RESOLVED by the California Council of the Blind in Convention assembled in the City of Los Angeles this 8th day of November, 1987, that this Council request the State Department of Education, the legislature and the Governor to appropriately fund an ongoing summer program at the California School for the Blind to serve blind and visually impaired children attending regular public schools.

RESOLUTION 87 -B-7

WHEREAS, the California Orientation Center for the Blind has earned both national and international recognition as being among the finest programs in the world; and

WHEREAS, the blind of California have recognized the excellence and significance of this program since its inception; and

WHEREAS, the effectiveness of the Orientation Center has been impaired not only by staff reduction, but also by failure to fill existing, budgeted positions: Now, therefore be it

RESOLVED by the California Council of the Blind in Convention assembled in the City of Los Angeles this 8th day of November, 087, that this Council urge the Department of Rehabilitation to fill all presentI9 budgeted positions at the California Orientation Center for the Blind.
